THE   NATION  IS   BORN
to keep her independence and carry out the task of expansion both
at home and overseas. The ultimate failure of traditional monarchy
as represented by Dom Fernando I and Sebastian, the last of the
lines of Burgundy and Avis, respectively, can be traced to personal
causes rather than to any inherent failing of the system of monarchy
as a whole, for there were periods when the community appeared
to be receiving the benefit of both liberty and authority.
The Braganzas, who were descended from a child of the marriage
of a daughter of Nun' Alvares and a natural son of Dom Joao I,
inherited a country bled white by sixty years of Spanish rule :
Philips n, in and IV of Spain who became Philips I, H and IH of
Portugal Portugal was obliged to associate herself with Spain in
the disaster of the Armada and all the enemies of Spain (including
England) became those of Portugal and her vast possessions overseas
ky at their mercy. The Portuguese Navy was destroyed. Com-
mand of the seas passed to the Dutch and the British. Territory
was lost in South America, Ceylon, Formosa, Ternate, the Moluccas,
and Guinea, together with the rich China trade. "Jewel after
jewel was either pawned or lost" during the sixty years that
followed the disaster of Alcacer-Qibir. The first Braganza, who
reigned as Joao IV (1640-1656), was quiet in manner, the reverse
of spectacular, deeply religious and (like the Avis king, Joao HI)
too subordinate to Rome. But he governed carefully and courage-
ously, giving the Portuguese people what they desired most, time
in which to recover. He fought Spain successfully after the
Restoration, wisely renewed the alliance with Britain and patched
up rektions both with France and Holland. Under Joao IV, and
succeeding kings, lost national pride was restored by victories over
the Spanish at Montijo (1644), Linhas de Alvas (1659), Ameixal
(1653) aftd Montes Ckros (1665). Independence was finally
regained and safeguarded by treaty with Spain, signed in 1668.
Some progress towards the restoration of national well-being was
also adbierod and Portugal, while never regaining the peak to whtkii
she reached under Joao H and Manod I, stood reasonably higii m.
prestige at the beginning of the nineteenth century. Hie War of
the Spanish sticeesslon had been weathered and the coimtty had
through two ages of absolutism, one of gold during tfaeieiga
of Dom Joao V (1706-1750) and another
tiiat rcmarifcable statesman and politician, Sebastian
OarvaJfao e Mdfo, tte Manjeess of Poinbal